_| (Information)- 

Mr. Cochran •,- 

|(Attn; 


December ,15V 1976 


(WISH® somggj 

Lfl/3cRfirt°fc 


00 / f/A “Tr'otJ Q 


P \j ~^[ r /T/v_y JV t ^w; 

f\. ^ecSf 

Th^B’igfoot infor^tion'CenteF £ 

J'anar^hlK.tion, v * ^ “ 

.West Sixth Street and Hostetler- V > ' ,. 

jf The Dalles/ Orego n 97058 _ - '* '> ' 

/ Dear Mr, Byrne: / * —— ‘ ^ 

• / ! ) 

I have received your letter of November 24th ) 

■• requesting an FBI Laboratory analysis of 15 unidentified \/ 
u hairs and tissue,. 

, . The FBI Laboratory conducts 1 examinations primarily , 

of physical evidence for law enforcement agencies in connection 
with criminal investigations. Occasionally, on a casa-by-case^ 
b asis, in the interest of research and scientific inquiry,." 

1 Remake exceptions to this general policy. With this 

\ understanding, we wili examine the hairs and tissue mentioned 

cb i n y°^ letter. 

g 

g r; . They should bo submitted to the FBI Laboratory, 

d !l “Scientific Analysis Section, J. Edgar Hoover : Buildirid. 

I’ o ' Washington, D.C, 20535, Attention^Special Agentf"^ 

* UJ fi your reply please include available background information— 
o concerning the source of the^Deofoen. _ _^o--7 ' 


! £W TffiSTOS S130t3 

Sincerely yours,' . .* 


D«?/A0 A<fa.__ 
Dop. AD 
lilt* Dh.t 

Ad*, $ « nr- 

Exf. Affob*-^. 
f jo, & Pori. —1 
Cm. )»v.—.... 

,... j . 

tMpocrfot 

Io\tU._- 

Uioraky 

LtftotCown.-. * 

?h*. 

R«. Mgr^t-~ 

$J*C. [ov._ 
Tfokli^ . t *- /. 
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Way Cochran, Jr. 
Assistant Director 5 FBI 
Scientific 1 and Technical 
Services Division. 
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MAILS CABLES 
POST OFFICE BOX 632 
THE DALLES, OREGOH 97058 
TELEPHONE (503) 298-5877 


Mr Jay Cochran, Jr. 
Assistant Director, FBI., 
Laboratory Division, 

FBI. Washington DC 20535. 


November 24th 1976. 


Dear Mr Cochran : 


"tUISIDE SOURCfc 


I thank you for your letter of September IOth., 1976. 

I am writing again to ask if you could possibly arrange 
for a-comparative analysis of some hairs that we have here 
which we are unable to identify. 

You may know something of the program in which we - through 
the part sponsorship of the undermentioned academy - are 
engaged. Should you not, I am enclosing an article which 
will partially explain what it is that we are trying to 
do. 





Briefly, we do not often come across hair which we are 
unable to identify and the hair that we have now, about 
15 hairs attached to a tiny piece of skin, is the first 
that we have obtained in six years which we feel may be 
of importance. 

Please advise if you are able to perform this task for us. 


Yours very truly. 


f 


I* 


\ 
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MAIL 4 CABLES 

post oftice box esi 

THE DALLE5. OREGON 97038 
TELEPHONE (503) 398-5677 


The Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

Pennsylvania Ave., 9th. and 10th. NW. • 

Washington 0C -20535 August .26th 1976. 


Gentlemen : 


easssiesssa^es 


This institution conducts research on and into the Biafoot 
phenomenon of‘Jhe Pacific Northwest'of the USA. 'We have.-.i 
??? I" operation for-nearly six years and we are-associated 
with the^Academy of Applied Science, of-Boston, Mass. 

n! 1516 ^* m8 we have been informed that hair, supposedly 

of a Bigfoof, has been sent-for examination to the FBI ., has 
een examined by-the FBIand* with the conclusion', as' a report 

? * ^r^n, was not possible to compare-the 

nair with that of any known creature on this continent. 

Will you kindly, to set the record straight, once and for all, 
in orm us if the FBI., has examined hair which might be that 
ot a Pig foot; when this took place, if it did take place- what 
the results-of the analysis were. 


Please understand that our research .here is.?serious; That this, 
s a„serious question that needs answering and'that an,.examination 
o air, or the opposite^ by the FBI., does not- in any-way, as 
taras we are concerned-, suggest that the FBI., is associated 
wiTh our project or .confirms in any way the possibi’l ity'of the 
existence .of. the creature(s) known as Bigfoot. 

Yours very truly. 



Peter C. Byrne. 
Director, the BIG. 
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September 10, 1976 


Mr. Peter C. Byrne 

Director * . 

The Bigfoot Information Center and Exhibition 

Post Office, Box 632 

The Dalles, Oregon 97058 


Dear Mr. Byrnes 


Reference is made to your, letter' dated 
August 26, 1976, concerning the reported examination 
of hairs by the FBI Laboratory in connection with £he 
Bigfoot phenomenon. 


Since the publication of the "Washington 
Environmental Atlas" in .1975, which referred to such 
examinations, we have, received several inquiries 
similar to yours. However, we have been unable to 
locate any references to such examinations in our 
ifiles. * 
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LOCATION 

west sxih street 
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The Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
^Pennsylvania Ave., 9th. and 10th. NW.. 
Washington 


% 


V*' 


DC 


-20535 


August 26th 1976, 


L 


: ^ . 


Gentlemen ; 


This institution conducts research on and into the Bigfoot 
phenomenon of the Pacific Northwest of the USA. We have!;* 
been irfroperation for nearly six years and we are associated 
with the Academy of Appl ied Science, of Boston, Mass. 




Frim time to time we have been informed that hair, supposedly 
ofjja Bigfoot, has been sent for examination to the FBI., has 
y been examined by the FBI., and with the conclusion, as a report 
\ Rsoffthe examination, that it was not .pos'sible to compare the 
fKhfir with that of any known creature oh this continent. 

^ i you kindly, to set the record straight, once and for all, 

feXipform us if the,F81., has examined hair which might be .that 


J 



\jcjf a Bigfoot; when this took place, if it did take place; what 
X \we results of the analysis were. - 
^ M ' 

lease understand that our research here is serious. That this 
N^i nI is a serious question that .needs answering and that an‘examination 
‘^cf hair, or the opposite, by the .fBU, doesnot in. any way>. as 


i 


^NJfbr as we are concerned, suggest that the FBI., is associated 
■^’Nwith our project or confirms in any way the possibility of the 

existence of the creature(s) known as Bigfoot. W , 

am : 


Yours very truly, 



7fc/v 



3P 


Peter CJoyrne. 
Director, the 81C. 
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b7C 
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September 10, 1976! 


( 


/ 




Mr. Peter C/ t \Byrhe 

Directs., , . 

ThgyBlqfoot~Inforraatiorr-.Ce .ixtei^fla<irE^hlbitiorL, 

Post .Office J3.Q& J&3, ' 

^r^ ^rSoT 97 058 : . 

Dear Mr; Byi 

^ference is made to your letter' dated; 
August 26, 1976 >. concerning the'reported examination 
of hairs by the FBI Laboratory in connection with the 
/Bigfoot phenomenon.^ 

\ since the publication of the- "Washington. 

Environmental Atlas"- in 1975, which .referred to such, 
examinations, we have, received-several inquiries 
similar, to yours. However,, we,have .been unable to 
locate any references, to sucho^xaminations in our- 
'files. 


* / 
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Sincerely yours, 

is../ilm 


w ; 

l C? /’N 


ay /Cochran, Jr. 
Assistant Director FBI. 
Laboratory Division 


L ■ 
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s «rv^-2 
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Memorandum to Mr. McDermott 
Ret REQUESTED EXAMINATION OF 

UNIDENTIFIED HAIR FROM THE 
BIGFOOT' INFORMATION CENTER 
AND' EXHITION 
THE DALLES, OREGON' 


RECOMMENDATIONS : 

1. That. Mr. Byrne's: request, for examination of 15- 
unidentified hairs and tissue, be granted. 


APPROVED: 

Adrrt. Scrv.:—-- 

Legal Coun,.,. 


Ext, Affairs.... 

Plan, & ln$5>-. 

Director., .»,,>« 

^pprrC. Pars. 

Rec, .Mgt. 

Assoc., 

v Oen. tny.,, v .^ r _ 

S. & T. Ssrv. ( 

Dcp. AD 

DepVA^ Inv.^_^ 

Idcnt, 

Spsc. tnv.. 


Training........ 

L .. 

*y'' 

% * 


* - mmr +* .*T ***+ • 

2. If examination: is granted, attached letter be 



y t *1, f * '> 

. Assoc* 0%^ 

i k 


DETAILS; 


C bejj$A 

. 'iib. AD 5 fctoi:... 1 faints.,..-..........-* 

yA y 

* Cv/fi'V , 

The '7/6/75' issue of*the'Washington Star-News carried 
mi n^Afnrrranh Y anaDtinned, "Recoanition at 



of Engineers "Washington EnvironmentJAtlasThe Atlas 
contained information regarding the possible existence of 
Sasquatch, aka "Bigfoot," the legendary creature of the Pacific 
Northwest mountains. 









Memorandum to Mr. McDermott 
Re: REQUESTED EXAMINATION OF 
UNIDENTIFIED HAIR FROM THE 
BIGFOOT INFORMATION CENTER 
AND EXHIBITION 
THE DALLES/ OREGON 


This Atlas reported thait "a sample of reputed 
Sasquatch hair was analyzed by' the FBI arid found to belong 
to no known animal." Inasmuch as FBI Laboratory experts.' 
had no records, or recollection of such an examination/ 

Dr. Steve Rice, Editor of the Army Atlas was telephonically 
contacted in Seattle, Washington. .After' checking, DrC Rice 
was unable to locate his source of the reported FBI, hair* 
examination. ’ \ ( ' 

By letter dated 8/26/76''Mr. Peter; C.; Byrne/ 

Director, The Bigfoot Information Center and .Exhibition, 

The Dalles, Oregon, inquired whether this ’reported FBI hair 
analysis was accurate. In my letter dated 9/10/76 Mr. Byrne 
was told the FBI Laboratory had no references, to such an 
examination (copies attached). f ! * j" . 

+ ■ ** 

By letter dated 11/24/76 Mr. Peter Byrne again 
corresponded with the FBI Laboratory enclosing a New York Times 
article dated 6/30/76 captioned, "Is it Bigfoot, Or. Caii It Be'. 
Just A Hoax? (attached). The article contained a history of 
Bigfoot and the activities of Mr • Byrne and, others connected 
with the mystery. Mr. Byrne's letter 'requested the FBI 
Laboratory examine and attempt to identify 15 hairs attached 
to a piece of skin. 


According, to the New York Times article,: Mr. Byrne's 
five-year search for Bigfoot is supported by the Academy of 
Applied Science (AAS), Boston, Massachusetts,' admission fees 
to his exhi hit small donations .from other sources. The 
AAS is thei. sponsor of the current Loch Ness- expedition 
m Scotian^ MS is listed in the Encyclopedia of Associations 
as being no-.m&c. in 1962 and dedicated to applied science 
and enginp&'^p. : tt claims 300'members and one staff member. 



Memorandum to Mr. McDermott 
Re: REQUESTED EXAMINATION OP 
UNIDENTIFIED HAIR FROM THE 
BIGFOOT INFORMATION CENTER- 
AND EXHIBITION ’ - * 

THE DALLES, OREGON 


"■ * . . s 

A search of Bureau indices' contained no information 
identifiable with" Mr. Byrne or the Bigfoot Information Center 
and Exhibition. 1 " a 
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'^IT£D STATES CTVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


tQz 


S 


Mr. McDermott 
J. Cochran/ 

REQUESTED EXAMINATION 'OP 
UNIDENTIFIED HAIR FROM THE 
: ^yBIGFOOT I NFORMATION CENTER 
5ND~ EXHIBIT ION- 
THE S ALLES, OREGON 

PURPOSE: \/ 


Mr. McDerm ott^(Ends.) 

| (Ends.) (Info.) 

Mr. Cochra n _ •_ 

I(At tn: I 
| (Ends.) 
date: 12/13/76 


Attoe. fli *- 
D#p. AD Adm,_ 
D#p* AD 

3 D7f*: 

. -- 

Ext, Affair* . 

Fin. & P*r*. ^ 

Cflrt, irtY...,. 

tfent. 

WM 



irl/n. & £vg],_ 
Wfae* Mgnr.. . 
Sp#c, lav. 

Train mg _ 

Directs SeeV_ 


To set out_baci:ground information concerning . 
published reports theft tile FBI h^s Walyzed hair in connection 
with the search fojrSasquatch, aka c ^Bigfoot" and to 
recommend tha£fc requested half examination received 11/24/76 
from Petgr$ 5 yrne, Director, Bigfoot Information Center and 7 —-/ 
Exhibition be granted, »| f , 

— f~j 

SYNOPSIS:- 

1 1 “ * 

Background information concerning Sasquatch, 
set out with request received 11/24/76 from Mr. Peter Byrn^^^ 
Director of the Bigfoot Information Center and Exhibition, 

The Dalles , 1 Oregon, for.FBI Laboratory examination of 15 
unidentified haiis and tissue related to search for Sasquatch.. 

STS Division recommends request for examination be granted 
in interest of research and scientific inquiry. 

CURRENT BUREAU POLlCYc 1 

-T* ■■ . - 

This does not represent/a change in Bureau policy. 

In addition to its primary mission of examining physical 
evidence in criminal matters for Federal, state and municipal 
law enforcement, the STS Division's Laboratory Branch has a 
history of making its unique services and expertise available 
to the' Smithsonian Institution, other museums, universities and 
government agencies in archeological matters and in th’e interest 
of research and legitimate scientific inquiry. ^ 
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February 2d, 1877 
BEGISTBBBD 






Mr. Howard S; Curtis 
Bxggu Uyft ViRB prflglitont— 
Acade my of Applied S deflgjSL- 
C51ndlagtorf. Sdto 26 A_ 
TJofifim , Massachusetts 02110 

Boar Mr, Curtis^ . s0 ^(jj. 


Vj$&pT_. 

The hairs which you 
on hehalf of The Blgfoot Information Center and Exhibition havo baan 
examined by transmitted and Incident light microscopy. The examination 
Included a study of morphological characteristics such as root structure, 
medullary structure and cuticle thickness In addition to scale casts. 

Also, the hairs wars compared directly with hairs of known origin under 
a comparison microscope. 

it was concluded as a result of the3s examinations that the hairs 
Izjo of deorfemlly origin. 

Tho hair sample you submitted is being returned 83 an 
oiiclosuro to. this letter. 

irvtt^ 

SlncerolyyoursfA-iU^ 

Jay Cochran, Jr, 

Assistant Director FBI 
Scientific and Technical 
Services Division 
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Enclosure 


Assoc. DEr, 

Dip. AD A Jo*— 

Dip, AD I"** _1-Mr, Peter Byrne 

“ - v rjunewr 

Ei*. Affoht. 

Fin. & Pcrs, 

Gtn, 

fJtnt. _ 
fAtpectltft ^ 

- 


716511 


•APPROVED: 


Lo^orolOrj'- 
ttpal Cowt. 


The Blgfoot Information Center 
and KxJ&bmoh 

WestSixth Street and Hostetler 
^TKipalloSj, Oregon 97058 


Adni. SDiy,^ 
Ext, Affairs,., 


Director.* 


Assoc* Dir.... 
Dap* AD f Adm.., 
Pc &AP inV i 


’Usal Cciun 
PJan. & Jnsp 

Fin. 0 Pors,—,— r cc . Met 

; gw. Ir.v.,-- s.&t.Sb^ 

l3eijt...„„—Spec. Inv. 
JrttcII..„---„ Xruinfnjr, 

aA 


tiijuii 


pf W .t “ SA C, Portland (Hefer to Bureau letter dated.12/15/78, to Mr. Peter Byrne, 
»«.»»«■— Director, The Blgfoot Information Center and Exhibition, 

^ MSC/pfm* X2LA TIl0 Dalles ( Oregon, copy furnished to SAC, Portland.} 

{See Note olryage 2) 

s$mnm ! 7,r™* mrr<=1 


Spec. Jm 
TfufrtT^ 
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Mr . .Howard 8. Curtis ' 

♦ ;* -> 

NOTH: Mr. Curtis requested that lottor setting forth examination results 
f j be directed to him v oihco Mr. Byrno will bo out of-the country for t 
several months. * ‘ 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum, 



subject: REQUESTED EXAMINATION OF 
UNIDENTIFIED HAIR'FROM THE 

^ 7bigfoot information cente r 

AND EXHIBITION 
THE DALLES, OREGON 


1 - Mr. Cochran 

1 -I 

1 -|_ 

date: 2/22/77 
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A«oc* DIr.*_ 
D*p. AD A<fm*. 
D*p. AD !av> h 
A iii. 0!f«: 

Ext. Awaits _ 
Fin* & P«i* 


£#*■ Imr, 


V 


JrttpattJtt ... ■ -■ 
Int*U* 

LofcfratPf y ___ 

Legal Coyo.__ 
Plan. & Evol.^ 

R*c, __ 

,Spee* [nv._ 

Training -- _ 

TvEfphona Rm, 
Dlretiof Sec'y 


PURPOSE: 


To report the results of the examination of hairs-from the 
captioned organization. 

DETAILS: 


By memorandum, Cochran to McDermott, dated 12/13/76, we 
agreed to examine a hair sample on behalf of the captioned organization. 

A letter to this effect dated 12/15/76, was sent to Mr. Peter Byrne, 

Director of captioned organization. 

Recently, the hair sample (photograph attached) was delivered 
to the Laboratory by Mr. Howard S. Curtis, Executive Vice President, 
Academy of Applied Science, Boston, Massachusetts. This Academy 
sponsors the captioned organization. 



family. 


The hairs were determined to be from a member of the deer 



^f f-jL( 3 d / 3 

Mr. Curtis requested that a letter setting forth the results of 
the examination be furnished to him since Mr. Byrne will be out of the 
country for several months. He also requested that the hairs be 
returned to him. 

'-“ENCLOSURE ATTACHED* 


Enclosure 


22 MAR 1 1977 f 
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Memorandum'to'MrCochran 
‘REQUESTED EXAMINATION OF 
Page 2 *\ ! 1 ‘ k 


-RECOMMENDATION: 


fA 


. That;the'attached letter be furnished.to Mr.. Curtis.setting forth 

, ,-<*■,-/ - .■* v * JT* J a | ^ w 

the results of.the examiriation.and that-the'hairs be returned to him. 
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THE ACADEMY OF APPLIED SCIENCE 

65 India Wharf 
Suite 26A 

Boston,Massachusetts 02110 


PTC Research Building 
2 White Street 

Concord, New Hampshire 03301 



ROBERT H.RJNES 
President 

HOWARDS. CURTIS 
Executive Vice President 


Tel. (MA) (617) 523-6304 
Tel. (N.H.) (603) 228-1541 



qksxdb soukcs 


Mr, Jay Cochran, Jr. » 

Assistant Director FBI 
Scientific and Technical 
Services Division 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 


Marc.h 8, 1977 
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Dear Mr. Cochran: 

Thank you very much for sending the analysis 
and skin which had been sent to us by Mr. Peter Byrne. 


We ar e most apprec iative of your work and that of Special 


Agent[ 


and informative. 


My conversation with him was most pleasant 


bo 

b7C 


Mr. Byrne is expected back from Nepal within a week or 
two and will receive copies of our correspondence. 


Cordially, 


rw> 


HSC/kk 

ec Peter Byrne 





wi V^’ 

. y<i.- 

at** 




